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e atFir~ 
Burning'' 
Commencement speaker Ho~. Sonia Sotomayor, 
United States circuit judge 
on the U. S. Court of Appe~ls for the Second 
Circuit. 
" Our challenge is to keep 
the spirit of giving that we found 
on Sept. 11 going in our lives." 
The graduation was held the day before Mother's Day, and each graduate 
was presented with a rose in honor of his or her mother. 
lJB LAW FORUM 
hot through w idl me lingeling lessons of9/ 11 and leavened w im dle joy of new 
beginnings, UB Law School's 2003 Commencement ceremonies released me next 
generation of laV'.ryers into me world w ith an inspiting send-off. 
For a class d1at numbered 236 jlllis Doctor recipients and 24 w ho earned the mas-
ter o f laws, me Law School's 114th annual Commencement nearly filled the Cen-
ter for d1e AJts w ith friends 
and famiJy . 111e graduates 
and their audience heard re-
peated encouragement to 
use their new degrees " to do 
bod1 well and good," as 
Dean R ils O lsen put it in 
his introcluctoty remarks to 
d1e cerem ony. 
l11e exercises were held 
the day before Mother's D ay 
and each graduate was pre- ' 
sented w id1 a rose in honor 
of his or her momer. 
University V ice Provost 
Keny S. Grant brought a no-
ble quote- nor from some 
august historical figure, but 
from the television show 
Law & Order· '·Wimout d1e 
law there can be no justice, 
and wimout justice d1ere can 
be no freedom." 
·'Becoming a member of 
Ralph Hayes 
d1e legal pro fession now 
takes on more urgency d1an 
perhaps ever before in 
AI11erican histoty," Grant 
said. "Your prol·essional ro le 
and your social role become 
more vita l" because of d1e 
F A L L 
nation's war on tetTOr ism .. , 
Lynn A. Clarke '85, presi-
dent of me UB Law Alumni 
Association, congratulated 
d1e graduates on their enuy 
into "d1at wonderful family 
known as UB Law." And she 
commended to them UB 
Law's GOLD (Graduates o f 
the Last Decade) Group, 
w hich she said provid es "in-
valuable networking, men-
raring and continuing legal 
education oppottunities. ln 
addition, you w ill meet some 
of rhe greatest people you 
w ill ever meet, and you will 
have fun aJong d1e way.·· 
"Welcome to our clay!" 
began the student address 
by j ason Anthony Llorenz 
'03, who went on to mmi-
Comiuuecl on page 18 
2 0 0 3 
On their way 
to receiving 
their 
diplomas, the 
graduates 
are hooded. 
Top: Shazia N. Nagamia 
and James S. Giardina. 
Above: Jason Anthony 
Llorenz 
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Associate Professor 
James A. Wooten 
"Without 
the law 
there can 
be no 
justice, 
and w ith-
out justice 
there can 
be no 
freedom." 
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Continued from page 17 
nate about the "dreams and 
stories" of the graduating 
class- nurtured, he said, at 3 
a.m. at IHOP, at d1e gym, at 
Sunday brunch. "Maybe 
American Dreams should be 
a Law Sd1ool class," he sa id. 
"We are a unique genera-
tion of new lawyers, forged 
less by fi re than by d1e colle-
giality that UB Law fosters." 
Uorenz spoke of an 
American social state in 
which millions of people 
lack job security and health 
benefi ts, and said that 
lawyers in response must 
recognize their responsibili-
ties to the profession, to the 
rule of law and to "the need 
to fight fo r justice." 
"Some people wait a life-
time fo r a moment like this," 
he concluded , "and this is 
truly our moment." 
The recent tribulations of 
her hometown New York 
City figu red heavily in the 
keynote address by Sonia 
Sotomayor, circuit judge on 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
Michael M. Chelus with his proud parents, Dolores A. Chelus and 
Michael F. Chelus. 
U B I. A W F 0 R U M 
Students in line 
on their way into 
the theater. 
Below: Lynn A. 
Clarke '85, 
president of the 
Law Alumni 
Association. 
d1e Second Circuit. Sotomay-
or, the fi rst woman of Pue1to 
Rican descent to serve on me 
federal bench, was ra ised in 
a housing project in d1e 
Soum Bronx and went on to 
Princeton University and 
Yale Law School, w here she 
edited me Yale Law j oum.a!. 
Known as a champion of 
me value of pro bono work 
by atto rneys, Sotomayor re-
turned to mat meme often in 
he r address. But she began 
with some d1oughts about 
me terrorist attacks of Sept. 
11, 2001, and how d1ey 
changed Americans' percep-
tions of New York. 
"The cl iversity_of New 
York City is legendary world-
wide," she sa id, "represent-
ing every racial, religious 
and political group in the 
world." ln the subways, of-
fices and houses of worship, 
she said, ·'we live in a d i-
verse comm unity evety day. 
In our diversity, we New 
York City people scaJ·e many 
people, including ourselves 
sometimes." 
But moments of grace in 
d1e aftermam of that te trible 
clay, she said, afforded me 
opportunity of seeing past 
those d ifferences into the 
comm onalities all New York-
ers, indeed all people, share. 
As evidence, Sotomayor told 
o f a televised intetview w ith 
a Midwestern woman "who 
had thought New Yo rk City a 
strange place and irs people 
odd, but she realized we 
were just like d1e people in 
her hometown." 
. Po.inting out her own up-
bnngmg as a Latina woman, 
Sotomayor sa id: "In celebrat-
ing my diversity, I often for-
got the commonality of our 
human experiences. It takes 
a tragedy like ept. 11 to re-
al ize that the differences that 
alienate us from each other 
and that we sometimes pro-
ject on each other are super-
ficial.'' 
he judge cited 
an outpour-
ing or volun-
teetism in the 
wake of that 
tragedy, in-
cluding thou-
ands of hours of pro bono 
work by lawyers, and said: 
''What is our challenge to-
day? I t is not to fight terror-
ism. Our challenge is to keep 
the spirit of giving d1at we 
found on Sept. 11 going in 
our Jives. You must keep that 
fire burning in your personal 
and pro fessional lives. Even 
d1ough we were shocked by 
d1e evenrs of Sept. 11, and 
our grief was great, we felt 
good about serving others. 
\Xle need to keep that feeling 
going.'' 
Sotomayor said less d1an 
30 percent of indigent peo-
ple who need a lawyer - for 
such m::mers as writing ~~ wilL 
preparing an uncontested cli-
vorce or reviewing a lease -
actually find one. "You can 
Continued 011 page 2 I 
F A L L 
Above: Professor 
John H. Schlegel 
and David M. 
Abba toy 
Left: Mariely L. 
Downey and child 
2 0 0 3 
LATIN HONORS 2003 
Summa Cum Laude 
Tamara L. DiVasto 
Robettjoseph Fluskey Jr. 
Shetyl A. Kashuba 
John Philip Longobardo 
Paul Andrew Sanders 
Magna Cum Laude 
Timothy Alan Collins 
Robett Day 
Beth-Anne Carole Diodato 
Matdle\v Lawrence Di.Risio 
Megan Kad1leen Donite 
Tonja Ma1ie Ettinger 
John Mark Jennjngs 
James Mjchael Lennon 
Thomas John Ma.,-Jan 
1adine Esther Patterson 
Dawn Marie Room 
Eti c Daruel Usinger 
Dmitriy Valentinovich Verenyov 
Cum Laude 
Fawn Amber Arnold 
Jessica Marie Baker 
Keid1Jan Bernstein 
Jenrufer Lynn Biletni.koff 
Maty Bed1 Brandoni 
Jorien L. Brock 
Thomas Clark Burnham 
Matthe\N Aaron Calarco 
Marc Richard Davies 
Kelley A. DeAngelus 
Gina Marie DePrima 
Catherine Anne Doran 
Mariely Linclc;ay Downey 
David Andrew Egl,jgian 
Ronald Fine 
Kelly Ann Gale 
Elena Anastasia Gekas 
Christopher Stephen Glascott 
jonathan Gerald Gorman 
Bernadette Marie lloppe 
Jason M Kiefer 
Brian Wright K.iule 
Joseph Thomas Kozlowski 
Thomas Martin l ro l 
Ian Thomas Lane 
Joseph Alexander Leta 
Jason Allen MacBride 
Lorenzo apolitano 
Margaret Dolan eedham 
April .Jennifer Orlowski 
Andrew John Pote~k 
John F. Quinn 
Stephanie Blod\Yyn Rohrer 
Gina Malic Rossettie 
ru:geliquc Nlonika Shingler 
M1chelle Corinn~ mc~tdala 
Amber Mal) Stanwi..x 
.John Alhctt Stanwix 
Jaclyn Suzanne Wancmaker 
Sarah L Wannop 
Steven W. Wells 
19 
Law School Report 
2003 COMMENCE· 
MENT AWARDS AND 
PRIZES 
Sixty-two students at the Uni-
versity at Buffalo law School 
received awards during the 
school's 114th corrunence-
ment on May 10. r 
The law School's top 
award, the Max Koren 
Award, went to John Philip 
Longobardo (Tonawanda). 
The john N. Bennett 
Achievement Award was 
shared by Tamara L DiVas-
to (ld1aca), Robert joseph 
Flus key (Amherst) and Sh-
eryl A. Kashuba (Ken-
more). 
The DaleS. Margulis 
Award went to Margaret 
Dolan Needham (Syra-
cuse). 
TI1e Birzon Prize in Clini-
cal Legal 51 udies was given 
to Dia Helen Nicolatos 
(Buffalo). 
American Bankruptcy In-
stil ute Medal for Excellence 
in Bankruptcy went to 
Steven W. Wells 
(Springville). 
American Bar Association 
and the Bureau of National 
Affairs Award for excellence 
in the study of Inte llectual 
Prope1ty Law was given to 
Robert Day (Spencerpoit), 
Marybeth Priore 
(Williamsville) and 
Angelique Monika 
Shingler (Amherst). 
American Bar Association 
and 7be Bureau of National 
Affairs Award for superior 
academic performance in the 
study of Labor and Employ-
ment law was given to 
Cathe rine Anne Doran 
(Buffalo), Kelly Ann Gale 
(West Seneca) and Jason M. 
Kiefer (Rochester). 
Charles Dautch Award for 
research in the law of real 
property went to Seth Adam 
Weinstein (Williamsville). 
Professor Louis DelCotto 
Award in Tax was presented 
to Tamara L DiVasto (Itha-
ca). 
Maw ice FreyAu·ard in 
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Left to right: Lynn A. Clarke '85, Vice Dean Peter R. Pitegoff 
and Lawrence P. Castellani 
Family Law was given to 
Amber Mary Stanwix 
(Cheektowaga). 
Edith and David Gold-
stein Award for debtor-crecli-
tor and bankruptcy law was 
presented to Jaclyn 
Suzanne Wanemaker (Buf-
falo). 
The Thomas E. Head1-ick 
"Trees and Forest" Award in 
Corporate Finance was given 
to Paul Philip Parisi 
(Rochester). 
Adof[Hombwrger Law 
Alumni Association Award 
went to Robert Day 
(Spencerport). 
j udge Matthew ].Jasen 
Appellate Practice Award 
was given to langston 
David McFadden 
(Rocheste r). 
David Kochery Award 
was given to Bradley Ross 
Girdler (Buffalo). 
Laidlaw Law Alumni 
Association Award was pre-
sented to John Philip Lon-
gobardo (Tonawanda). 
Moot Evidence Award 
went to Lorenzo Napoli-
tano (Spencerpoit) . 
The Harry A. Rachlin 
Prize in Real Property law 
and Real Estate Transactions 
was given to Megan Kath-
leen Dorrltie (Rochester). 
judge William]. Regan 
Award went to Mariely 
Undsay Downey 
(Amherst). 
Rolx.rrtj . Connelly Trial 
U B L A W 
Technique Awards were pre-
sented to: David M. Abba-
toy (Buffalo); Fawn Amber 
Arnold (Amherst); Julie 
Ann Atti (Buffalo); Jacque-
line Jamie DeGaine (Atti-
ca); Gina Marie DePrima 
(Tonawanda); David An-
drew Eghigian (Amherst); 
Thomas joseph Grillo Jr. 
(Williamsville); Brian 
Robert Hogan (Buffalo), 
Susan Marie Howard (Wa-
terpoit); Sarah Anne T. 
J anas (Buffalo); Thomas 
Martin Krol (Buffalo); Sean 
Lair (Buffalo); langston 
David McFadden 
(Rocheste r); Charles Antho-
ny Messina (Tonawanda); 
Amanda Beth Newton 
(Amherst); Kristin Anne St. 
Mary (Buffalo); Martin 
Alex Polowy (Buffalo); and 
Kate Houghton (Buffalo). 
Law Faculty Awards were 
presented to: Fawn Amber 
Arnold (Amherst); Sheryl 
A. Kashuba (Kenmore); Su-
san -M. Schwing (Buffalo); 
and Kristin Anne St. Mary 
(Buffalo). 
New York State Bar Associ-
ation Ethics Award went to 
AprilJennifer Orlowski 
(North Tonawanda); Christi 
Lynn Caratozzolo (Seneca 
Falls) ; and Gretchen Marie 
Kaplan (Orchard Park). 
Carlos C. Alden Award for 
the Bu:ffa/o Law Review went 
to j ohn Philip longobar-
do (Tonawanda). 
F 0 R U M 
j ustice Ph ilip Halpern 
Award for excellence in wiit-
ing went to James Michael 
Lennon (William sville). 
Order of Ban·isters went 
to : Julie Ann Atti (Buffalo); 
Elizabeth C. Barcena (Buf-
falo); Keith Ian Bernstein 
(Hyde Park, NY); Charles 
David James Case (Newark, 
NY); Lisa Marie Danish 
(Youngstown); Nadine A. 
Graham (Yonkers); Ari-
enneJ. Irving (East Aurora); 
James Michael Lennon 
(Williamsville); Devin 
Nicole White (Buffalo). 
justice M . Dolores Den-
man A ward and sd1ola rshjp 
was presented to Vanessa 
Suzanne Guite (Buffalo) 
and langston David Mc-
Fadden (Rochester). 
Linda S. Reynolds Award 
fo r equal justice went to 
Bernadette Marie Hoppe 
(Buffalo). 
Kenneth A. Gomez Memo-
ria/ Award for equality and 
justice went to Mary Ellen 
Alonso (Buffalo), Elizabeth 
DeLeon (NYC) and Jason 
Anthony Ilorenz (Brook-
lyn). . 
Activist's GavelAwardfoi 
democratic and liberal ideals 
went to Ellen Kathleen 
Poch (Buffalo). 
Minority Bar Association 
of Western New York Awm·d 
went to Erica Rae 
w illiamson (Buffalo) and 
langston David McFadden 
(Rod1ester). 
National Association of 
Women Lawyers Award went 
to Tonia Marie Ettinger 
(Lockp01t). . 
UB Law Alumni Assoctet-
tion GOW Group Award for 
leadership skills went to 
LukeS. Bassis (NYC). 
Milton Kaplan Law and 
Social Development Award 
went to Elena Anastasia 
Gekas (Rochester). . 
The Women.Lcuvyers Oj 
Western New York A ward f~r 
children's rights and/or farnt-
ly violence went to 
Stephanie Blodwyn 
Rohrer (Pittsburgh). 
" I ,I do both 
well and 
good." 
Continued from page 19 
help in countless ways," she 
said . "What you need is d1e 
heaJt and soul to do so. Be-
ing a hero to someone else is 
gratifying. It will give a 
meaning and a lichness to 
your lives as lawyers tl1at 
nod1ing else w ill ever bring. 
"Sept. 11 was a great 
tragedy," she concluded. 
"But it will be an even 
greater tragedy if we forget 
d1e lesson it taught us: how 
good it feels to do good for 
od1ers." 
Preceding me announce-
ment of awards and p1izes 
and the conferral of degrees, 
Dean O lsen recognized d1e 
UB Law Class of 1953, mark-
ing its 50-year reunion. Fif-
teen of me class' 94 mem-
bers were present at me 
Corru11encement ceremony. 
This year's 13-member 
student Commencement 
Conunittee was headed by 
Class of '03 members AJjssa 
Hope Dien and Vanessa 
Suzanne Guire . 
Dean Nils Olsen is all 
smiles. 
r A L L 2 0 0 3 
Judge 
Sotomayor 
congratulates 
a graduate. 
Above, left to right: Pre-
siding Justice Appellate 
Division State Supreme 
Court Fourth Depart-
ment, Eugene F. Pigott 
Jr.; Administrative 
Judge Supreme Court 
Eighth Judicial District 
Sharon S. Townsend· 
u.s. Bankruptcy Court 
Judge Michael J. Ka-
plan; and Erie County 
Court Judge Shirley 
Troutman 
Left, left to right: 
Lorenzo Napolitano, 
Jacqueline J. DeGaine 
and Martin P. McCarthy 
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